[Electroclinical aspects of intramuscular methohexital anesthesia in children].
Intramuscular methohexital is used in children for short-term anaesthesia. As a seizure was observed in two of our cases after administration of this barbiturate, an EEG study was performed. The EEG pattern was characterized by a particularly slow, sharp, high voltage stage with a decrease of fast rhythms (stage 3a), then fast and sharp rhythms becoming more and more frequent (stage 3b). These stages were particularly pronounced and prolonged in children over 3 years of age, with myoclonic jerks observed in 6 cases, beginning about 3 min after methohexital injection and at the same time as the clinical seizures. These results are discussed in terms of previously reported descriptions of barbiturate anaesthesia, and especially of i.m. or i.v. methohexital anaesthesia. This anaesthetic, although reliable and easy to use, should in our opinion be avoided in epileptic children.